TAAEM604 Representing the Eighteenth Century

Convenor: Professor Clare Brant

Credit Value: 40 Credits

Teaching Arrangements: One two hour seminar weekly over both semesters

Assessment: Two x 4,000 word essays (or equivalent by negotiation with the
convenor).

General aims

This compulsory core course is taught over semesters one and two. It includes sessions taught at
the British Museum, the National Portrait Gallery, the Foundling Museum and Sir John Soane’s
Museum. The key theme of the course is Enlightenment: each class will consider various and
selected concepts of and about the Enlightenment, and cultural practices manifested through
ideas, texts, objects and arts. A coursepack with full directions for each week’s study, including
preparation, directions for further reading and critical materials, will be available at the beginning
of the course. Those teaching the course include experts from the British Museum and the
Departments of English, History, French and German at King'’s.

* Please note content and timing of seminar sessions may change, but will follow approximately
or exactly the outline below.

Module Outline

Semester One: Enlightenment: Knowledge and Society

Week 1: Introduction: resources, orientation, rationale (Clare Brant)

Week 2: Visualizing Enlightenment (Kim Sloan, Principal Curator) the Enlightenment Galleries,

British Museum

Week 3: Enlightenment’s others: Ethnography (Brian Durrans, Retired Senior Curator,

Department of Asia, British Museum)

Week 4: Race and Enlightenment (Susan Castillo)

Week 5: Nation and Enlightenment (lan McBride)

Week 6: Empire and Enlightenment (Jon Wilson)

Week 7: Reading Week

Week 8: Natural Knowledge, Enlightenment and Society’: Jill Cook (Senior Curator, Department
of Prehistory and Europe, British Museum)

Week 9: Enlightenment and the Public Sphere (Frances Carey, Head of National Programmes,
British Museum)

Week 10: Constructing Enlightenment: later constructions of the 18thC (Arthur Burns)

Week 11: Viewing and Re-creating the past: Classical culture, antiquities and Enlightenment (lan
Jenkins, Senior Curator, Department of Greek and Roman Antiquities,
British Museum, and Matthew Bell) British Museum: Sculpture galleries

Week 12: essay consultations

Semester Two: Enlightenment cultures and counter-cultures

Week 1: Exam week, no teaching

Week 2: Biography and identity (Ludmilla Jordanova) National Portrait Gallery

Week 3: Friendship and Enlightenment (Adam Sutcliffe)

Week 4: Charity and spectacle: the sympathetic self (Lizzie Eger) the Foundling Museum
Week 5: Cultures of collecting (Anne Goldgar)

Week 6: Reading week

Week 7: From house to museum, individual to nation: public and private in the world of John
Soane (Lizzie Eger and Anne Goldgar) Sir John Soane’s Museum.

Week 8: The British Museum as Enlightenment object: lan Jenkins (Senior Curator, department
of Greek and Roman Antiquities) British Museum: Enlightenment Galleries

Week 9: The Royal Society: nature, science and Enlightenment (Clare Brant), Royal Society
Week 10: Music and the senses (Michael Fend)



Week 11: Constructing Enlightenment in the 21 century: student presentations
Week 12: essay consultations

Select bibliography

There will be a coursepack and further guidance supplied at the start of the course; course
tutors may also make suggestions for topic-specific reading week by week.

The following list is thematically grouped; it provides relevant introductory reading,
reference sources and starting points for course topics. Asterisked items may prove
particularly useful.

Sloan, Kim (ed.), Enlightenment: Discovering the World in the Eighteenth Century
(British Museum, 2003) is essential — and compulsory - reading.

Highly recommended is Jones, Peter, Fitzpatrick, Martin, Kneller, Christa and
McCalman, Iain (eds.), The Enlightenment World (Routledge, 2004).

We ask you also to read Diderot, Denis, D’ Alembert’s Dream (available in a
Penguin edition with Diderot’s Rameau’s Nephew, both translated by L. Tancock).
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Co., 2006).

Gay, Peter, The Enlightenment: The Science of Freedom (Norton, 1996).
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* Marshall, P.J. (ed.), The Oxford History of the British Empire Vol.Il The Eighteenth
Century (Oxford, 1998).

May, Henry F., The Enlightenment in America (ACLS e-Book, 2006).
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Enlightenment (Pickering & Chatto, 2007).

Yolton, John, The Blackwell Companion to the Enlightenment (Blackwell, 1995).
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