
Draft Statutes of  

The International Association for Eighteenth-Century Studies 

(IAECS/AIEDS) 

A non-profit association established under the French Law of 1901 

 

PREAMBLE: 

 

On account of its richness and diversity, the eighteenth century constitutes a privileged area of 

study for researchers in all countries and disciplines. Early on researchers realised the utility, 

or indeed the necessity, of discussing common themes, comparing analyses, and launching 

multinational projects.   

 

Hence the creation, in 1967, of the SIEDS (Société Internationale d’Etude du Dix-Huitième 

Siècle) or ISECS (International Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies), founded on the 

initiative of Theodore Besterman. A few years later, Besterman also founded the Voltaire 

Foundation, a British society tasked with publishing the works of Voltaire, under the aegis of 

the University of Oxford. As the SIEDS/ISECS does not have its own legal status, from the 

outset the Voltaire Foundation has held and managed the SIEDS/ISECS’s funds, and in legal 

matters acted on its behalf.  

 

Over time, the Voltaire Foundation, having achieved its objective of publishing the entirety of 

Voltaire’s works, has naturally reduced its activities. The question now arises as to whether it 

will retain the capacity to manage the SIEDS/ISECS funds in the future, especially since the 

transfer of the most onerous tasks to the Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières (UQTR) in 

2017: the management and regular updating of the SIEDS website and electronic membership 

database (approximately 6000 members), and the organisation of the executive committee 

elections every four years.  

 

In 2019 it was decided that the creation of a new supporting framework seemed appropriate. 

This body could not be the SIEDS/ISECS itself, as there is no legal status for international 

scholarly societies. When the Centre d’Etude de la Langue et des Littératures françaises 

(CELLF), UMR 8599 of the Faculté des Lettres de Sorbonne-Université and the CNRS (1 rue 

Victor Cousin, 75005 Paris) agreed to host the new Association, the status of a non-profit 

association under the French Law of 1901 was naturally considered a solution.    

 

For this reason, the constituent national societies of the SIEDS/ISECS have proposed to 

establish, as a parallel legal entity in conformity with the French Law of 1901, an International 

Association for Eighteenth-Century Studies or IAECS (‘Association Internationale d’Etude du 

Dix-Huitième Siècle’ or AIEDS), whose role is to be the financial and legal arm of 

ISECS/SIEDS. This aim is the purpose of the present statutes. 


