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Legacies of the Eighteenth Century in India 

An online round-table discussion 

Friday 27 May 2022, 3 p.m. British Summer Time (7.30 p.m. Indian Standard Time) 

Three leading scholars discuss Indian legacies of the eighteenth century, a period of significant transition and 

change in the subcontinent, leading to the construction of new categories of thought, belief, and identity in 

the formation of the modern nation 

Sutapa Datta, Colonial Textbooks and Geopolitical Consciousness in British India 

Pramod Nayar, Imagining, Inquiring, Imaging: “Discoveries” of India 

Prayag Ray, British mediations of Hinduism  

 

 

 

Sutapa Dutta teaches in the Department of English at Gargi College, University of Delhi. She did her M.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D. in English Literature 

from Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Her research interests and publications are focused on eighteenth and nineteenth-century 

writings, and cover gender, education, and identity politics in colonial India, especially the work of missionary women and western women 

travellers to India. She is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, and was a Fellow at the Indian Institute of Advanced Study (IIAS), Shimla from 

2018 to 2020. She has authored British Women Missionaries in Bengal, 1793-1861 (2017), and has edited Mapping India: Transitions and 

Transformations, 18th-19th Century (2020), and British Women Travellers: Empire and Beyond 1770-1870 (2020). Her latest book is titled 

Disciplined Subjects: Schooling in Colonial Bengal (2021).   

Pramod K. Nayar teaches at the Department of English, the University of Hyderabad, India. He is the author of English Writing and India 

(Routledge 2007) Colonial Voices (Blackwell 2012), The Great Uprising (Penguin 2007),  THe British Raj (Routledge 2017) besides edited 

collections The Days of the Raj (2009), The Penguin 1857 Reader (Penguin 2007), Women in Colonial India (5 volumes, Routledge 2013), English 

Education and India (5 volumes, Routledge 2019), and more recently, From Discovery to the Civilisational Mission: English Writings on India (5 

volumes, Bloomsbury 2022) 

Prayag Ray is an Assistant Professor, and Head of the Department of English at St. Xavier’s University, Kolkata. He completed his Ph.D. from 

Queen’s University, Belfast in 2018. His research interests include literature of the long eighteenth century, postcolonial studies, and speculative 

fiction. He has published work in these areas with Routledge and Springer, and creative writing in Poetry Ireland. 

See here for the Teams link; or write to Dr Leonie Hannan (l.hannan@qub.ac.uk), Director, CECS 

https://www.qub.ac.uk/schools/CentreforEighteenth-CenturyStudies/  
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