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Sam George and Bill Hughes, eds, The Legacy of John Polidori: The Romantic Vampire and its Progeny (Manchester University Press)
This is the first collection of scholarly essays to analyse John William Polidori’s foundational tale, The Vampyre (1819), perhaps ‘the most influential horror story of all time’ (Frayling). Polidori’s story transformed the shambling, mindless monster of folklore into a sophisticated, seductive aristocrat that stalked London society rather than being confined to the hinterlands of Eastern Europe. Polidori’s Lord Ruthven was thus the ancestor of the vampire as we know it from horror film to paranormal romance. 
This collection explores the genesis of Polidori’s vampire. It then tracks his bloodsucking progeny across the centuries and maps his disquieting legacy. Contributors share their research into the many variations on monstrosity and deadly allure spawned by Polidori’s textual reincarnation of Byronic glamour. The contributors have been selected for their expertise in the Byronic, the Gothic, and the vampiric; among them are Sir Christopher Frayling (the founder of academic vampire studies), Prof. Nick Groom (author of The Vampire: A New History (2018)), Marcus Sedgwick (international prize-winning novelist and author of Gothic fictions; 1968–2022), and other established and emerging scholars. The essays span such fields as literature, bibliographical research, drama, cinema, and medicine. Texts discussed range from the Romantic period, including the fascinating and little-known The Black Vampyre (1819), to vampire film, paranormal romance, and science fiction. They emphasise the background of colonial revolution and racial oppression in the early nineteenth century and the cultural shifts of postmodernity. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Polidori suffered much disrespect and died young; he has been neglected in literary history. This stimulating collection makes a coherent case for the importance of John Polidori’s tale and its continuing influence, offering original insights and redeeming ‘poor Polidori’. The book will be of interest to scholars and students of the ‘long’ eighteenth century, Romanticism, the Gothic and contemporary incarnations of the vampire myth.
The volume also includes new, annotated editions of The Vampyre and Byron’s ‘A Fragment’, which will prove valuable for students.
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