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Thursday 3rd September 2026 
 

Time Panel 

9.00-9.30 Registration - Cour des Marronniers (in  front of the two rooms)​
 

9.30-9.45 Welcome - Salle des colloques 1​
 

9.45-10.45 
 
Session 1 

Panel 1: Nature and Knowledge - 
Salle des colloques 1 
 
Chair: Emily Whittingham  
 
Jessica Sherlock, McMaster University, 
‘Taking Root and Bringing to Light: The 
Precarity of Improving Natural Knowledge 
in Stephen Hales and Joseph Priestley’ 
 
Lai Yan Wong, King’s College London, 
‘Measuring Chinese plant knowledge in 
Enlightenment Britain’ 
 

Panel 2: Public Performance - ​
Salle des colloques 2 
 
Chair: Alice Marion-Ferrand 
 
Emily McDermott, King’s College London, 
‘Dancing Cows or Dramatick Poesie?: 
"Improved" Acting on the 
Eighteenth-Century Stage’ 
 
Bojana Andjelković, University of 
Belgrade, ‘Les portraits juxtaposés de la 
duchesse de Kingston et du comte 
Stiépan Zanović’ 
 

10.45-11.15 Break 

11.15-12.15 
 
Session 2 

Panel 3: Philosophising Progress - 
Salle des colloques 1 
 
Chair: Marine Bastide de Sousa 
 
Sabrina Consolati, Ca’ Foscari University 
of Venice and Université Paris 1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne, ‘Progrès 
scientifiques et catastrophe inéluctable : 
penser l’histoire dans le matérialisme 
français’ 
 
Kaitlyn, Sheung Chen, Université de Lille, 

Panel 4: Health and Medicine -​
Salle des colloques 2 
 
Chair: Sarah Vidal 
 
Alexandrea McHugh, University of 
Birmingham, ‘“It would tend greatly to the 
Safety and Convenience of the 
Inhabitants”: Improvement Acts and 
Public Health in Eighteenth-Century 
Britain’ 
 
Saliha Aklouf, Sorbonne Université, 



Friday 4th September 
 

‘Progress in an Age of Decline: Reviewing 
Montaigne’s Conception of “Progrez”’ 

‘Histoire de la circulation du sang : de 
Galien à Harvey, du progrès de la 
médecine à la satire médicale’ 
 
 

12.15-13.15 Lunch - Cour des Marronniers 

13.15-14.45 
 
Session 3 

Panel 5: Colonial ‘Improvement’ -​
Salle des colloques 1 
 
Chair: Emma Pearce 
 
Scott Macfie, University of Glasgow, 
‘Richard Oswald of Auchincruive: Slavery 
and Agricultural Improvement in 
South-West Scotland, 1764-1784’ 
 
Samuel Harrison, Turin Humanities 
Programme, ‘Reform the language, 
regenerate the people: the alphabetical 
imperialism of Volney’ 
 
Louise McCarthy, Sorbonne Université, 
‘“Newly augmented” and repurposed: 
Englishing European maps of distant 
lands in early 17th -century Britain’ 

Panel 6: Book History - ​
Salle des colloques 2 
 
Chair: Megan Bennett 
 
Can Kazan, University of Cambridge, 
‘Mediators and Investors: Book Trade, 
Investment, and Advertising in late Stuart 
England’ 
 
Lucy Snow, Keele University, ‘“Your long 
detention of a parcel of old musty 
Parchments”: Stagnant Collaboration in 
Acquisitions to the Harleian Collection’ 
 
Lois Wignall, University of Liverpool, 
‘"I...should have a great pleasure in 
Contributing my Mite to the Science": 
Matthew Boulton's Early Reading 
Strategies and their Applications’ 

14.45-15.15 Break 

15.15-16.15 
 

Workshop - Salles des colloques 1 
‘Working in and with museums and archives’ 

16.15-17.15 SEAA1718 meeting 

19:30 
 
 

Conference dinner 
Pampa bar et brasserie, 6 rue Richelieu 34000 Montpellier 

Time Panel 

9.00-9.30 Registration - Cour des Marronniers 

9.30-10.30 
 
Session 4 

Panel 7: Philosophy and Time - 
Salle des colloques 1 
 

Panel 8: Problematising 
Improvement - 
Salle des colloques 2 

https://www.pampabrasserie.fr/


 
*This workshop will be led in French, though presentation slides in English will be made available. 

Chair: Marine Bastide de Sousa 
 
Camila Gonzalez-Aliaga, Université 
Sorbonne Nouvelle, ‘Post tenebras spero 
lucem: De la corruption du peuple au 
rétablissement de l'espoir’ 
 
Chiara Musolino, Université Paris 1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne, ‘L’ordre et la durée : 
les cycles du temps chez les Troglodytes 
de Montesquieu’ 
 

 
Chair: Emily Whittingham  
 
Yingnan Shang, University of Cambridge, 
‘Forms of Uncertainty: Johnson, 
Language, and Eighteenth-Century 
Improvement’ 
 
Dimitris Dimitriou, Université Lumière 
Lyon 2, ‘A Side-Effect of Enlightenment 
Progress?: Naturalising Deviance in 
Eighteenth-Century Britain’ 

10.30-11.00 Break  

11.00-12.30 
 

Workshop - Salle des colloques 1 
‘Faire de la recherche à l'international : enjeux, opportunités et 
perspectives pour les jeunes chercheuses et chercheurs’ (Doing 
Research Internationally: Challenges, Opportunities, and Perspectives for 
Early Career Researchers)* 

12.30 -13.30 Lunch - Cour des Marronniers  

13.30-15.00 
 
Session 5 

Panel 9: Literary (Im)morality -​
Salle des colloques 1 
 
Chair: Megan Bennett 
 
Aino Haataja, Abo Akademi University, 
‘Moral and societal improvement in 
Edgeworth’s Ormond (1817)’ 
 
Hannah Wilson, University of Cambridge, 
‘“Give me a hint, an idea - of what you 
think right”: Coercive Control in Frances 
Burney's Camilla (1796)’ 
 
Sara Leuner, Université Paris Cité and 
University of Liverpool, ‘The Rake’s 
Progress? Aesthetic stagnation and 
ideological degeneration of a literary 
predator’ 

Panel 10: Women and Nature - ​
Salle des colloques 2 
 
Chair: Alice Marion-Ferrand 
 
Alice de Nanteuil, Université de 
Rouen-Normandie, ‘Degeneration and 
Uprooted Trees in Gaelic Women’s 
Poetry’ 
 
Margot Gineste, Sorbonne Université, 
‘Une dégénérescence de la nature au 
XVIIème siècle? La persistance de la 
représentation vitaliste de la 
nature dans la philosophie de Margaret 
Cavendish’ 
 
 
 

15.00  Closing Remarks - Salle des colloques 1 

15.30 - 17.30 Faculté de médecine visit (details tbc) 

https://www.montpellier-france.com/discover/a-thousand-years-of-history/must-sees-in-montpellier/the-faculty-of-medicine/


 


